
“since all [people] have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by [God’s] grace as a 

gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” Romans 3:23-24. 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our LORD.” Romans 

6:23. 

Dear Christian friends, 

There seems to be a prevailing thought even within Christian groups that our human race is getting 

better with every generation. At minimum the concept is that if everyone got on the same page our 

human race would be achieving salvation as God intends. The news from around the world truly can 

challenge such a utopian thought. The mass shooting in Orlando, the on-going war in the middle East, 

the doping incidents among elite athletes, and the general state of the world makes one wonder where 

it all will end. For a news “junky” it really is disheartening! 

There was a strong movement among Protestant theologians in the 19th century and continued into the 

early 20th century. The idea in that theological bent was that God’s intention of salvation was being 

fulfilled in human beings when people acted nice like Jesus. If we only imitated the meek, mild Jesus we 

would be living the kingdom of God. They argued human progress socially proved the veracity of their 

thought. The improvement of the human species in each generation was a nice concept until the First 

World War erupted. The Great War proved how brutal the rational human species could be. As the 

theologian St Paul was inspired by God to write, “all people have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.” Romans 3:23. There the truth is properly proclaimed.  

The American Protestant theologian, H. Richard Niebuhr critiqued that Liberal theology.  He writes, “A 

God without wrath brought [humans] without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the 

ministrations of a Christ without a cross.”i  Today it seems that this theological understanding is gaining 

ascendency and prominence among many Christians in our culture and time. The critical point that Dr. 

Niebuhr wanted to stress is the reality of SIN and the denial of that reality among the major proponents 

of this theology. If we indeed are sinless, then there needs to be no judgment; and if no judgment no 

need for a Christ and a cross!  

However, the news from the world seems to prove we are in SIN. All the advances we suppose that we 

make often are nullified rapidly by our inhumane treatment of one another or natures rise up against us. 

There seems to be only one hope for salvation. God alone can deliver us from our predicament and 

damnation. God alone acting in the person Jesus as the Christ fulfills the requirement for our freedom 

from the bondage of sin. “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our LORD.” Romans 6:23. God declares his will and promise to us, giving us his Holy Spirit to lead, 

teach, rebuke and correct us for the glory of his kingdom. God offers us our freedom as a gift centered in 

Jesus as the Christ.  

Don’t let the bad news of the world eliminate the Good News of God come to us in Jesus as the Christ. 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ as LORD. 

In Christ forever, Pastor Kevin. 
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